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CHECKLIST: BROAD MANDATE AND RESPONSIBILITIES

PRINCIPLE

REQUIREMENTS

YES

NO

BROAD MANDATE
(Subject-matter jurisdiction)

Competence is as broad as possible (from
most to least broad)

=Includes both CP and ESC Rights

*Includes most CP and ESC Rights

=Includes only CP Rights

*Includes a subset of CP Rights

*|s limited to single rights issue (e.g., Race or
Discrimination)

BROAD MANDATE
(Object-matter jurisdiction)

Competence is as broad as possible (from
most to least broad)

=Over State and Private Sector (with public
function), without restriction?

=Qver State, without restriction

=Partial ° restriction with regard to sensitive
State Organs®

=Total restrictions with regard to sensitive
State Organs

BROAD MANDATE
(Time jurisdiction)

Competence is as broad as possible (from
most to least broad)

=Can examine matter even if it predates
institution

=No limits providing matter occurred since set
up of institution

=Discretionary power to limit examination of
‘old’ cases

=Limits on capacity to examine matters that are
‘old’ set in law

RESPONSIBILITY
(to provide advice)

Can provide advice on own initiative

=On legislative or administrative provisions

=On any violation the institution takes up

=On the national situation generally or in
specific

=On situations of violations and government
reactions to it

Can provide advice directly without referral
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Can publicise the advice without referral or
prior approval

RESPONSIBILITIES
(Other)

To encourage the harmonisation of national
legislation and practices with international
human rights instruments, as well as their
effective implementation, including by:

=Participating in reviews of legislation and
policy at time of ratification

=Regularly reviewing and providing formal
comments on draft legislation and policy

=Regularly reviewing and formally commenting
on the human rights situation generally or
with respect to key issues

To encourage the ratification of international
human rights instruments

To contribute to country human rights reports
(from most to least broad)

=Directly participates in drafting of complete
report

=Drafts section(s) on work of institution and
reviews report

=Drafts section(s) on work of institution

=Reviews report in whole or in part

To cooperate with international and regional
human rights organs and other national
institutions

To elaborate and take part in education and
research programs in human rights, including

by:

=Assisting in developing/reviewing curricula for
schools

=Assisting in training of Prison Guards, Police,
Army and Security Forces

To sensitise people on human rights through
publicity, education, information and the use of
press organs, including by:

=Publishing an Annual Report

=Regularly reporting on important cases
through the media

=Developing basic brochures on the institution
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CHECKLIST: AUTONOMY AND INDEPENDENCE

PRINCIPLE REQUIREMENTS YES |NO
AUTONOMY & Mandate is set out in constitution or legislation

INDEPEDENCE Mandate gives authority to promote and

(Mandate) protect human rights

AUTONOMY & Competence is defined in legislation

INDEPEDENCE

(General jurisdiction)

AUTONOMY &
INDEPEDENCE
(Appointment process)

Appointment effected by official act

Appointment is for a specific duration, (but not
so short — e.g., two-years — as to potentially
effect independence and effectiveness)

Appointment may be renewable , so long as
pluralism is assured.

Appointment process, duration, renewability
and criteria set out in legislation

Appointment process supports pluralism and
independence

=Nominations include input from civil society

=Selection process involves Parliament

=Criteria for selection includes demonstrated
experience in human rights

AUTONOMY &
INDEPENDENCE
(Dismissal process)

Conditions for which a member may be
dismissed are set out in legislation

Conditions relate to serious misconduct,
inappropriate conduct, conflict of interest or
incapacity only

Decision to dismiss requires approval
preferably by autonomous body such as a
panel of high court judges, at a minimum by
2/3rds vote of Parliament

AUTONOMY &
INDEPENDENCE

If Government Officials in membership, they
have advisory capacity only

Institution reports directly to Parliament

Members have immunity for official acts

State funding is sufficient to allow for
independent staff and separate premises

State funding is sufficient to allow for core
programming2 in protection and promotion

Funding not subject to financial control which
might affect independence

Budget drawn up by the institution

Budget separate from any Department’s
budget

Institution has authority to defend budget
requests directly before Parliament

Budget are secure

=Not subject to arbitrary reduction in year for
which it is approved

=Not subject to arbitrary reduction from one
year to the next

AUTONOMY &
INDEPENDENCE
(In examination of issues)

The institution can consider any issue within
its competence on its own initiative on the
proposal of its member or any petitioner

AUTONOMY &

The institution can let the public know of
opinions or recommendations, including
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INDEPENDENCE through the media, without higher approval
(Meetings) The institution meets regularly and in plenary
Special meetings can be convened as
necessary
All members are officially convened for
meetings
AUTONOMY & ;I’hﬁ. i?]stitution ctan set up’)\lvl_\:cF){rlking géoup)s
which may contain non- members
lNDEPENDE.NCE The institution can set up regional or local
(In organisational structure) offices
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CHECKLIST: AUTONOMY AND INDEPENDENCE

PRINCIPLE REQUIREMENTS YES |NO
AUTONOMY & Mandate is set out in constitution or legislation

INDEPEDENCE Mandate gives authority to promote and

(Mandate) protect human rights

AUTONOMY & Competence is defined in legislation

INDEPEDENCE

(General jurisdiction)

AUTONOMY &
INDEPEDENCE
(Appointment process)

Appointment effected by official act

Appointment is for a specific duration, (but not
so short — e.g., two-years — as to potentially
effect independence and effectiveness)

Appointment may be renewable , so long as
pluralism is assured.

Appointment process, duration, renewability
and criteria set out in legislation

Appointment process supports pluralism and
independence

=Nominations include input from civil society

=Selection process involves Parliament

=Criteria for selection includes demonstrated
experience in human rights

AUTONOMY &
INDEPENDENCE
(Dismissal process)

Conditions for which a member may be
dismissed are set out in legislation

Conditions relate to serious misconduct,
inappropriate conduct, conflict of interest or
incapacity only

Decision to dismiss requires approval
preferably by autonomous body such as a
panel of high court judges, at a minimum by
2/3rds vote of Parliament

AUTONOMY &
INDEPENDENCE

If Government Officials in membership, they
have advisory capacity only

Institution reports directly to Parliament

Members have immunity for official acts

State funding is sufficient to allow for
independent staff and separate premises

State funding is sufficient to allow for core
programming5 in protection and promotion

Funding not subject to financial control which
might affect independence

Budget drawn up by the institution

Budget separate from any Department’s
budget

Institution has authority to defend budget
requests directly before Parliament

Budget are secure

=Not subject to arbitrary reduction in year for
which it is approved

=Not subject to arbitrary reduction from one
year to the next

AUTONOMY &
INDEPENDENCE
(In examination of issues)

The institution can consider any issue within
its competence on its own initiative on the
proposal of its member or any petitioner

AUTONOMY &

The institution can let the public know of
opinions or recommendations, including
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INDEPENDENCE through the media, without higher approval
(Meetings) The institution meets regularly and in plenary
Special meetings can be convened as
necessary
All members are officially convened for
meetings
AUTONOMY & The. institution can set up working groups
INDEPENDENCE (which may contain non-NHRI members)

(In organisational structure)

The institution can set up regional or local
offices

CHECKLIST: PLURALISM

PRINCIPLE REQUIREMENTS YES |NO
Member Composition demonstrates pluralism
PLURALISM (High to Lower)

(Membership and staff
composition)

=Includes representatives of most social forces
including NGOs, trade unions or professional
associations

=Includes representatives of most vulnerable
groups (ethnic, religious minorities, persons
with disabilities, etc.)

=Single member, with representative consultative
boards or committees, or similar structural
mechanisms to facilitate and ensure pluralistic
engagement

=Single member

Member composition demonstrates gender
balance

Staff composition is broadly representative and
gender balanced

PLURALISM
(Consultation and
cooperation)

The institution consults with other bodies
responsible for promoting and protecting human
rights

The institution consults with NGOs working in
human rights or related fields

The institution carries out joint programming with
NGOs working in human rights or related fields
especially in awareness raising and education
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CHECKLIST: FINANCIAL AUTONOMY

PRINCIPLE

REQUIREMENTS

YES

NO

FINANCIAL
AUTONOMY
(Independence)

State funding is sufficient to allow for
independent staff and separate premises

State funding is sufficient to allow for core
programming2 in protection and promotion

Funding not subject to financial control which
might affect independence

Budget drawn up by the institution

Budget separate from any Department’s budget

Institution has authority to defend budget
requests directly before Parliament

Budget are secure
«Not subject to arbitrary reduction in year for

which it is approved

«Not subject to arbitrary reduction from one year
to the next

CHECKLIST: INVESTIGATION

PRINCIPLE

REQUIREMENTS

YES

NO

INVESTIGATION
(Examination of issues)

The institution can consider any issue within its
competence on its own initiative on the proposal
of its member or any petitioner

The institution can hear any person or obtain and
information or document necessary to carry out
its work

The institution can hear any person or obtain and
information or document necessary to carry out
its work

The right to hear any person and obtain any
document is enforceable in law

The right to enter any premises to further an
investigation is set out in law

Obstruction in obtaining, or denial of, access to a
person, document or premises is punishable in
law

The institution has the legal authority to enter
and monitor any place of detention

The institution can enter the place of detention
without notice
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—Not all of the following NHRIs are accredited through the ICC.

Afghanistan—Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission
Albania—People's Advocate

Algeria—National Human Rights Commission of Algeria
Angola—Justice and Rights Ombudsman (Provedor de Justica e de
direitos)

Antigua and Barbuda— Office of the Ombudsman
Argentina—Public Defender (Defensoria del Pueblo de la Nacion
Argentina) (Ombudsman)

Armenia—Human Rights Defender of the Republic of Armenia
Australia—Australian Human Rights Commission

Austria—Austrian Ombudsman Board

Azerbaijan—Human Rights Commissioner

Barbados—Ombudsman

Belgium—Centre for equal opportunities and opposition to racism
Belize—Office of the Ombudsman

Bénin—Bénin Human Rights Commission

Bermuda—Bermuda Ombudsman

Bolivia—Public Defender (Defensor del Pueblo)

Bosnia and Herzegovina—Human Rights Chamber for Bosnia and
Herzegovina (pre-2003 cases) —Human Rights Ombudsman of Bosnia
and Herzegovina (current cases)

Bulgaria—Bulgarian Parliamentary Ombudsman

Burkina Faso—National Human Rights Commission of Burkina Faso
Cameroon—National Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms
Canada—Canadian Human Rights Commission

Chad—Chad National Human Rights Commission
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Colombia—Ombudsman's Office of Colombia

Democratic Republic of the Congo—National Human Rights
Observatory (DR Congo)

Republic of the Congo—National Human Rights Commission (Republic
of the Congo)

Costa Rica—Defender of the Inhabitants (Defensoria de los Habitantes)
Croatia— Office of the Croatian Ombudsman

Cyprus—National Institute for the Protection of Human Rights

Czech Republic—Public Defender of Rights (Czech Republic)
Denmark—Danish Institute for Human Rights

Ecuador—Defensoria del Pueblo del Ecuador

Egypt—National Council for Human Rights

El Salvador—Human Rights Procurator (Procuraduria de Defensa de
los Derechos Humanos)

Ethiopia—Ethiopian Human Rights Commission

Fiji—Fiji Human Rights Commission

Finland—Parliamentary Ombudsman

France—Commission nationale consultative des droits de 'homme
Gabon—National Human Rights Commission

Georgia— Office of Public Defender of Georgia

Germany—German Institute for Human Rights

Ghana—Commission on Human Rights and Administrative Justice-
CHRAJ

Great Britain (UK)—Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) -
see also Scotland

Greece—National Human Rights Commission

Guatemala—Procurator for Human Rights (Procurador de los Derechos
Humanos)

Guyana—Office of the Ombudsman

Haiti— Office de la Protection du Citoyen
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Honduras—National Human Rights Commissioner (Comisionado
Nacional de Derechos Humanos)

Hong Kong—Equal Opportunities Commission (Hong Kong)
Hungary—Parliamentary Commissioner on the Rights of National and
Ethnic Minorities (Hungary)

India—National Human Rights Commission (India)
Indonesia—National Commission on Human Rights (Komnas HAM)
Iran—Islamic Human Rights Commission

Ireland—Irish Human Rights Commission

Italy—Commissione per i Diritti Umani

Jamaica— Office of the Public Defender (Jamaica)

Jordan—National Centre for Human Rights (Jordan)
Kazakhstan—Commissioner for Human Rights

Kenya—Kenya National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR)
Korea, Republic of—National Human Rights Commission of Korea
Kosovo (Under United Nations Administration via UN Resolution
1244) —Ombudsperson Institution in Kosovo
Kyrgyzstan—Ombudsman of the Kyrgyz Republic

Latvia—Rights' Defender

Lithuania—The Seimas Ombudsmen

Luxembourg— Consultative Commission of Human Rights (Luxembourg)
Macedonia—Human Rights Ombudsman of Macedonia
Madagascar—National Human Rights Commission (Madagascar)
Malawi—Malawi Human Rights Commission

Malaysia—Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM)
Maldives—Human Rights Commission of the Maldives

Mali— Commission nationale consultative des droits de ’lhomme (Mali)
Mauritania— Commissariat aux Droits de 'Homme, a la Lutte contre la
Pauvreté et I'Insertion (Mauritania)

Mauritius—National Human Rights Commission (Mauritius)
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Mexico—National Human Rights Commission (Mexico)
Moldova—Centre for Human Rights of Moldova

Mongolia—National Human Rights Commission (Mongolia)
Montenegro—Office of the Ombudsman of the Republic of Montenegro
Morocco—National Council for Human Rights

Myanmar (Burma)—Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
Namibia— Office of the Ombudsman (Namibia)

Nepal—National Human Rights Commission (Nepal)
Netherlands—Equal Treatment Commission (Netherlands)

New Zealand—Human Rights Commission (HRC)

Nicaragua—Human Rights Procurator (Procuraduria para la Defensa de
los Derechos Humanos)

Niger—Nigerien National Commission on Human Rights and
Fundamental Liberties

Nigeria—National Human Rights Commission (Nigeria)

Northern Ireland (UK)—Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission
(NIHRC)

Norway—Norwegian Centre for Human Rights (Short-form name: SMR)
Palestine—Palestinian Independent Commission for Citizen's Rights
Panama—Defensoria del Pueblo de la Republica de Panama
Paraguay—Defensoria del Pueblo de la Republica del Paraguay
Peru—Public Defender (Defensoria del Pueblo)
Philippines—Commission on Human Rights (Philippines)
Poland—Commissioner for Civil Rights Protection (ombudsman)
Portugal—Provedor de Justica

Puerto Rico—Oficina del Procurador del Ciudadano

Qatar—National Committee for Human Rights (Qatar)
Romania—Ombudsman (Avocatul Poporului)

Russia—Commissioner on Human Rights in the Russian Federation

Rwanda—National Commission for Human Rights (Rwanda)

87



Saint Lucia—Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner (St Lucia)
Scotland (UK)—Scottish Human Rights Commission (SHRC) - see also
Great Britain

Senegal—Senegalese Committee for Human Rights

Serbia— Office of the Ombudsman of the Republic of Serbia

Sierra Leone—Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone
Slovakia—Slovak National Centre for Human Rights
Slovenia—Human Rights Ombudsman (Slovenia)

South Africa—South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC)
Commission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Cultural,
Religious and Linguistic Communities (CRL Rights Commission)
Commission for Gender Equality (CGE)

Public Protector

Spain—Defensor del Pueblo (Ombudsman)

Sri Lanka—National Human Rights Commission (Sri Lanka)
Sudan—Southern Sudan Human Rights Commission
Sweden—Parliamentary Ombudsman (JO)

Children's Ombudsman (Sweden) (BO)

Discrimination Ombudsman (Sweden) (DO)

Switzerland—Federal Commission against Racism (Switzerland)
Tanzania—Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance
(Tanzania)

Thailand—National Human Rights Commission (Thailand)

Timor Leste— Office of the Provedor for Human Rights and Justice
(Timor Leste)

Togo—National Human Rights Commission (Togo)

Trinidad and Tobago—Office of the Ombudsman of Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia—Higher Committee on Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms (Tunisia)

Uganda—Uganda Human Rights Commission (UHRC)
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Ukraine—Commissioner for Human Rights

United Kingdom—see Great Britain; Northern Ireland; Scotland
United States—United States Commission on Civil Rights
Uzbekistan—Authorized Person of the Oliy Majlis of the Republic of
Uzbekistan for Human Rights (Ombudsman)
Venezuela—Defensoria del Pueblo (Venezuela)

Zambia—Permanent Human Rights Commission (Zambia)
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